
Y E A R  6  O V E R V I E W

S O U T H  FA R N B O R O U G H  J U N I O R  S C H O O L



SATS TO BE ADMINISTERED IN THE WEEK OF 11TH

MAY 2026 TIMETABLE OF THE WEEK:

Monday 11
th

May English grammar, punctuation and spelling test, 

Paper 1, short answer questions. (45 mins)

English grammar, punctuation and spelling test, 

Paper 2, spelling.

Tuesday 12
th

May English reading test, reading booklet and 

associated answer booklet. (1 hour)

Wednesday 13
th

May Mathematics, Paper 1, arithmetic test. (30 mins)

Mathematics, Paper 2, reasoning.(40 mins)

Thursday 14
th

May Mathematics Paper 3, reasoning.(40 mins)



MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING

• Comprehensive PSHE curriculum linked to mental health. 

• School Values - Developing resilience so that they are able to cope with 

challenges, understanding stress and the bodies reaction to stress

• Regular opportunities for breaks and exercise 

(yoga, stretching, PE, sports, physical activity)

• Strong relationships built in the classroom (pupils and adults) around 

kindness,  trust, safety and security to promote wellbeing

• Take the time to ask the children how they are with regular reminders 

about who they can talk to 

• Specialised/ individual support for those who need it

• Promote the ethos of ‘growth mindset’

• Reassurance ! WE ARE VERY PROUD OF THE CHILDREN!

• Practise past papers so that pupils are well-prepared and

understand the process.  Focused lessons on the build up.

• Breakfast offered every morning during SATs week

What can you do at 

home?

❑ Offer a calm, supportive 

environment 

❑ Time for unwinding and 

relaxing- take breaks!

❑ Routine/ timetable 

❑ Gratitude activities 

❑ Spreading kindness 

❑ Mindfulness exercises 

❑ Sleeping and eating well 

❑ Physical activity 

❑ Reassurance 



USEFUL WEBSITES FOR SUPPORT WITH STRESS AND 

ANXIETY:

• www.childl ine.org.uk 

• www.nspcc.org.uk 

• www.youngminds.org.uk

• www.samaritans.org.uk

• www.bbc .co.uk

• www.nhs.co.uk/mentalhealth

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/school-college-and-work/school-college/exam-stress/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.samaritans.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/anxiety-in-children/


READING



• 60 minutes, including reading the texts and answering questions. 

• Three different set texts for the children to read, which could be any combination of 

non-fiction, fiction and/or poetry.

• A total of 50 marks are available.

• The Year 6 Reading SATs paper requires a range of answering styles, including 

responding to multiple choice questions, one-word answers, and multiple mark 

questions which require more formal paragraph-length answers. 

THE READING TEST



• In 2018 to meet the expected standard children needed to score at least: 28/50

To achieve greater depth children needed to score at least: 40/50

• In 2019 to meet the expected standard children needed to score at least: 28/50

To achieve greater depth children needed to score at least: 41/50

• In 2022 to meet the expected standard children needed to score at least: 29/50

To achieve greater depth children needed to score at least: 41/50 

• In 2023 to meet the expected standards children needed to score at least 24/50

To achieve greater depth children needed to score at least 38/50

• In 2024 to meet the expected standards children needed to score at least 27/50

To achieve greater depth children needed to score at least 40/50

PASS MARKS



Since the current testing format for the Year 6 SATs began in 2016, there has

been a tendency for the number of marks to go in favour towards three particular 

types of content domain / questions. 

For example, in 2017:

- 20% of marks could be gained by answering questions where children had to give/explain the 

meaning of words in context (Content Domain 2a);

- Over a quarter of marks could be gained by answering questions where children had to 

retrieve/record information or details from the texts (2b);

- Almost half of the marks were allotted to questions requiring children to make inferences

from a text, justifying inferences with text evidence (2d).

So, when reading with your child at home, try asking questions like:

• Find a word in this paragraph that is closest in meaning to ‘provide word –

e.g. annoyed’ (2a);

• In what year did ‘provide fact – e.g. the French authorities make it illegal for people to swim from 

France to England’? (2b);

• In the last paragraph, X does not want to Y.

Give two reasons why X does not want Y. (2d)



2b) retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS



2d) make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text; 





“It provides a bridge between word recognition and 
comprehension”

Rate: Being able to read at an appropriate pace. 

Accuracy: Reading the content accurately and being able to self-correct when they make an 
error. 

Prosody: Expressive reading (timing, phrasing, emphasis and intonation). It’s used to help convey 
meaning and to make speech lively. 

These three aspects of fluency all enable the child to ‘take in’ 
(comprehend) what they are reading. 

FLUENCY
• Pupils have one hour to read three texts and answer questions about them. 

• Many children can simply not read fluently enough to make their way through all the texts 

and answer the questions.

• Fluency is essential for success – without it, pupils cannot be expected to take in 

enough information to answer questions accurately.



WORD COUNT



2022 

= 

1564

2023 

= 

2106

22/23 READING PAPER WORD COUNT 



QUESTIONS AFTER READING



MATHS



No mental mathematics test. 

No level 6 tests – all pupils will take just 1 set of tests – tests will include a small number of 

questions that will stretch the most able pupils.

• 1 paper introduced to assess basic mathematical calculations.

• No contextualised questions - 36 questions, 40 marks available, 30 minutes duration.

• Questions will cover: – straightforward addition and subtraction, more complex calculations 

with fractions, long divisions and long multiplication. Gridded paper provided in answer spaces 

for questions on the arithmetic paper 

THE MATHS TESTS

ARITHMETIC



We think of different ways 

that we can answer these 

questions – we try not to 

reply on formal methods.







Some questions are worth two 

marks.

If they show their method they 

may get a point even if their 

answer is incorrect.



• 2 papers. 

• 20 questions (35 marks) in each paper, 

• 40 minutes duration.

MATHEMATICAL REASONING



There are always different 

ways that data is represented.

We look at lots of different 

examples so children are 

prepared and know different 

ways to get started.



Some of the reasoning 

questions are also worth 2 

marks. Children will need to 

show that they have an 

understanding of the 

mathematics to get at least 

one mark.

In this case, children will 

have to show how to work 

out the mean.



• Arithmetic paper is out of 40

• Each reasoning paper is out of 35

• There are a total of 110 marks available

In 2019 to meet the expected standard (national average) children needed to score at least: 58/110

To achieve greater depth (above average) children needed to score at least: 95/110

In 2022 to meet the expected standard (national average) children needed to score at least: 58/110

To achieve greater depth (above average) children needed to score at least: 96/110

In 2023 to meet the expected standard (national average) children needed to score at least: 56/110

To achieve greater depth (above average) children needed to score at least: 94/110

In 2024 to meet the expected standard (national average) children needed to score at least: 54/110

To achieve greater depth (above average) children needed to score at least: 93/110

MATHS SCORING AND EXPECATATIONS



EXPECTATIONS FOR HOME LEARNING 
• Children will be expected to go on 

timetables rockstars for 15 minutes a 

week.  

• MyMaths will be the main source of maths 

homework where there will be lessons, 

games, SATS boosters and actual pieces of 

homework for the children to complete. 

• Children will also have to CGP book to 

refer to whenever they need. 

All of the logins for these sites are on Arbor under reports - online learning



SPAG



English grammar, punctuation and spelling 

• 1 short answer paper with questions, 50 marks available 

• 1 spelling test with questions, 20 marks available 

• Spelling tested by asking pupils to complete sentences with a word missing.

THE SPAG TEST











• The children will be allocated their spellings on Google Classroom, weekly. They can also be 

given a paper copy of their spellings too if needed. 

• Children are encouraged to use their spelling journals to practise their spellings each week, 

using the spelling menu – not just overlearning and writing them.

• SFJS follow Emile spelling scheme where the children can access the app and practise at home. 

SPELLING EXPECTATIONS



REVISION



There are a number of revision resources and links to support the children on our website.

They will be given a copy of the SATS Maths revision study book which is theirs to keep.

Parents/carers also have option to order two CGP 10-minute tests book bundles which 

cover Reading, SPAG and Maths. 

These can be ordered via the school shop on Arbor at a reduced rate of £7 each. 

The deadline for orders is 10th October.

REVISION

Set1                                 Set 2

https://www.southfarnborough-jun.hants.sch.uk/topic/children/class-pages/year-6/sats-revision


Examples of 

10-minute test books



WIDER 
CURRICULUM



ART, DT AND 
COMPUTING

Drawing Skills

Sculpture

Painting

Fairground Rides Vegan Baking

Costume Design

Website Design

Programming

Working with Google 
Applications



HUMANITIES

GEOGRAPHY HISTORY
Australia: a focus on 

natural resources - Is 

every country equal?

Maya Civilisation: 

Comparing this with 

the Anglo-Saxons 

covered in year 5.

Crime and 

Punishment through 

the ages:  What was 

the worst time to 

be a criminal?

Nepal and Indonesia:  

Should people live in 

areas at risk of being 

affected by volcanoes 

and earthquakes? 

Tectonic plate activity



RE, PDL 
AND PE

Net and Wall 
Games

Gymnastics

Athletics

Dance

Invasion Games
RSE

Refugees

Mental Health 
& Emotional 

Wellbeing

Keeping Safe and 
managing risks

Tobacco, Drugs & 
Alcohol Education

Judaism

Christianity



SPANISH, 
SCIENCE AND 

MUSIC

Spanish 
Phonics

At School

The Weekend

Regular Verbs

Circulation

Vitruvian Man

Light

Electricity

Evolution and 
Inheritance

Tempo, Texture, 
Rhythm, 

Compositions, 
Notation & 
Dynamics


